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Bird voices 



Birds use their voices as a means of communication and contact. 
The various sounds that a bird makes are characteristic of its species 
and distinguish it from other species of birds. The voice is thus a way 
in which birds can make contact with other birds of their own 
species, e.g. young with parent birds, males with females, and with 
other members of the flock. 

The sounds made by birds can be described as songs and short 
calls. 

The song is mainly heard during the breeding season, whereas the 
calls are heard all the year round. In the main it is the male that does 
the singing, and in this way keeps other males away from the breed- 
ing territory. Besides this the song attracts the females. The song 
tells others of the species, 4 T live here" and "You can't come in 
here". Song is characteristic for all passerines (perching birds) and 
waders, but while the passerines sing in a perching position the 
waders usually sing in flight. 

Birds which nest in colonies and those which nest in sea-cliffs are 
very vocal during the breeding season. The individual birds make 
some sort of sound almost all the time and the sum total of this in the 
colony is a chorus which can be heard a long way off. This can be 
termed their song. 

Calls are usually short single utterances. They are heard from 
migrant birds in flight ( migration call), from birds searching for 
food (contact call), or when an enemy approaches (alarm call). If 
predators, for example gulls or human beings, go near birds with 
young, a particular alarm call is given. Young birds have their own 
special calls (young calls), one is used to beg food from the parents, 
another if they stray away from the parents. 

In bird books the voices of birds are described in words. This is a 
very difficult way for most people to learn them. The best way is to 
become familiar with them in the field and later compare what has 
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been heard with a tape recording. Nowadays it is possible, by using 
special equipment - sound spectographs - , to represent sounds as 
drawings and curves. In this way it is possible to show very small 
variations, which cannot be heard by the human ear, for example 
between individual birds of the same species. This too enables a 
more systematic study of the different dialects within the distribu- 
tion area of a species. 



About the book and tapes 

This book is accompanied by two cassette tapes with recordings of 
the voices of the most common birds in the North Atlantic, mainly 
in the Faroes and Iceland, but also in Shetland and Greenland. The 
recordings were made within the region, but in cases where it has 
been impossible to find a local recording we have had to use record- 
ings from other places. We are continuing to make recordings so 
that in the event of a later edition being published, those voices can 
be included which are missing in the present edition, e.g. rock dove 
and Eleanora's falcon. This is why some species for which there are 
as yet no recordings are described in the text. 

The descriptions of the birds in the text appear in the same order 
as the recordings. The appropriate tape is indicated after the name 
of each bird. The text does not give a full description of the different 
species, but a short description of the bird and its habitat. After the 
description, the duration of the recording of the species is given in 
minutes and seconds, "1 minute 30 seconds " is shown as 4 T30" sec. 
Other species which may be heard in the background are mentioned 
in brackets. 

The place and time is given for each recording and also the name 
of the person who made the recording.In the case of the authors and 
the sound engineer only initials are used (DB, LF and EJ), for 
others the full name. 

Recordings from different environments: In order to give the lis- 
tener a picture of the very mixed choir from which the individual 
voices have been plucked, there are recordings from 10 different 
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environments, see p. 38. These recordings are at the end of the 
second side of tape 11. 

1 . a Greenland coast, 

2., 4., 5., 7. Faroese outfield (beyond the cultivated land), 

3. Arctic mountain, 

6., 10. Faroese infield (within the cultivated land), 

8. Icelandic outfield, 

9. Icelandic copse. 

The following terms are used in the text. These are based on the 
biological function of the voice: 

Song: Many birds have a special territorial song when they occupy 
their territory in the breeding season. Besides this almost all waders 
have a special flight to accompany the song - a song flight. 

The song flight is often accompanied by particular movements of 
the wings. In many species it consists of two types of vocal expres- 
sion, a song which is heard as a trill (song trill), and a drawn-out 
whistle (song whistle). 

Mating voice: This is usually a duet between the pair and presum- 
ably stimulates emotional contact between them. 

Flock calls or migration calls: These are short calls, which can be 
heard all the year round, e.g. when birds take flight, or when birds 
that are flying call to others of their species. 

Alarm calls: Almost all birds with young utter special alarm calls at 
the approach of human beings, animals and large birds. In some 
species, e.g. golden plover, oyster catcher and snipe, the adult birds 
pretend to be sick in order to draw the intruder away. 

Young calls: These are short, high pitched calls, which can only be 
heard for a short distance. 

The volume of the sound of the birds on the tape does not reflect the 
strength with which the birds produced the sounds, but depends on 
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a great many technical factors during recording. Recording in the 
open is dependent on the volume of the sound, the placing of the 
microphone, temperature, wind conditions and so on. The only 
practical means of indicating the strength of the voices is by assess- 
ing the distance at which they can be heard. In some of the texts we 
have indicated the strength of the voices according to the following 
scale. 

Weak call: Can only be heard at a distance of under 10 metres. 

Medium call: Can be heard at a distance between 10 - 75 metres. 

Loud call: Can be heard at a distance of more than 75 metres. Most 
song flights can be heard at this distance. 
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DIVERS 



Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata 1,1 
Lomur 

R0dstrubet lom 

This elegant ocean bird with the sharp-pointed bill is seen during the 
breeding season in all parts of the North Atlantic. It feeds on fish. 
The red-throated diver makes its nest on small islands in mountain 
lakes or on the margins of lakes. In the Faroes there are only a few 
nesting pairs on high-lying lakes, whereas in Iceland and Shetland it 
is quite common. Outside the breeding season it frequents the open 
sea and winters in very great numbers in the North Sea. It often 
forages in the open sea during the breeding season, and can be seen 
and heard in its flight between the mountain lakes and the sea. 

The mating song is not heard as often during the breeding season 
as that of the Great Northern Diver, nor is it nearly as loud. It 
consists of a long succession of hoarse sounds; most often heard 
when the bird is flying and calls with a loud gak-gak-gak-gak. 

Recordings: 

L 0-20 sec. Mating song on surface of water. Lapland, Sweden, 27/ 
6- 1961. LF. 

2. 20-58 sec. Bird flying on its way from breeding site in lake to the 
sea. Thule, North West Greenland, June 1964. LF. 

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer 1,1 
Havgas, imbrimil 
Islom 

This black and white ocean bird, which feeds on fish, is the size of a 
goose and has a strong, pointed bill. It breeds sparsely in large lakes 
in Iceland, where it makes its nest on islets in the lakes, but it does 
not breed in the Faroes. It frequents the open sea both during and 
outside the breeding season, and is therefore seen all the year round 
in Faroese waters. 
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The Great Northern Diver is silent when out at sea, but on the 
other hand its exceedingly loud voice dominates the breeding 
grounds, where its trumpeting call is particularly loud morning and 
evening. When it is disturbed near the nest, the alarm call which it 
gives to the young sounds like a short trill. 

Recording: 

1. 0-58 sec. Trumpeting call and call at the nest with alarm call to 
the young. North Iceland, 19/6 - 1984. Ib Petersen. 



GREBES 

Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus 1,1 
Gj0r 

Nordisk Lappedykker 

In Iceland, this pretty little grebe only occurs in small numbers on 
lakes where there is an abundant supply of food. It seldom occurs in 
the Faroes. The voice, which is only heard in the breeding season, is 
a quick succession of rather weak calls, apparently both from the 
male and female. 

Recording: 

1. 0-54 sec. Calls from two rivalling pairs. Iceland, June 1967. Patrick 
Sellar. 



SEA BIRDS 

During the breeding season, the voices of the sea birds (except the 
fulmar) are heard in the colonies at night. Both male and female are 
very vocal and are often heard in duet in the nesting burrows; noisy 
cascades of different types of call and whirring sounds. There are 
clear differences between the species and probably also between the 
individual birds. 
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Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis I, 1 
Havhestur, n£ti 
Mallemuk 

During this century, the fulmar has become a very common sea bird 
in the whole of the North Atlantic. This is due, amongst other 
things, to the increased fishing; the fulmar feeds largely on fish offal. 
Both in the Faroes and Iceland, it breeds in colonies on ledges in the 
steep sea cliffs, and also inland on mountain sides. 

The fulmar is silent at sea, but very vocal during the whole breed- 
ing season, which extends from February until late autumn. The 
colony can be heard from a long way off, and usually the birds can 
be heard before they are seen. Both the birds that are flying and 
those sitting on the nest can be heard; a succession of hoarse, deep, 
grunting calls, which are often amplified by the resonance of the cliff 
walls. When a fulmar pair is on the nest, they make a long succession 
of calls in a definite rhythm, often ending with a duet. 

Recording: 

1. 0-28 sec. Chorus of fulmars on nesting place in sea cliffs in 
Shetland, July 1977. LF. 

2. 28-60 sec. At the nest, the duet between the pair can be heard 
towards the end of the recording. Mykines, Faroes, 14/7 -87. LF. 

Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus 1,1 
Skrapur 
Aim. Skr&pe 

The manx shearwater is the size of a common gull. It is very much a 
sea bird, gliding over the waves of the ocean, but not following ships. 
It feeds on fish and octopuses, and only comes ashore at night in the 
breeding season. It breeds on islands and cliff tops, in burrows 
excavated in the turf. It is found in a number of places in the Faroes 
and in the Vestmanna Islands in Iceland. 

The manx shearwater is silent out at sea, but when the birds 
return to the nesting places at night, their hoarse, long drawn out 
call can be heard both from the burrows and from flying birds. The 
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voices are particularly loud when the pair meet in the burrow and 
change places on the nest. The voice is a succession of hoarse, loud 
calls, almost screams, much louder than the storm petrel's voice. 

Recording: 

1. 0-60 sec. From nesting burrow under turf. First hoarse calls. One 
or two birds. Finally soft chatter between two birds. Mykines- 
holmur, Faroes, 18/7 - 1978. L.F. 



STORM PETRELS 

Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus I, 1 
Drunnhvfti, havtyrdil 
Lille Stormsvale 

The little storm petrel is one of the world's smallest sea birds. It only 
weighs 10-15 grams. Because it frequents the open sea, except dur- 
ing the breeding season, few people have seen it. It breeds on the 
outermost islands in the eastern part of the North Atlantic, at its 
most northerly, on the Vestmanna Islands in Iceland. Breeding 
grounds are particularly numerous in the Faroes, Shetland and Ice- 
land. The nest is found in burrows, which are partially dug out by the 
birds themselves in the turf, in stone walls, and under stones. The 
storm petrel is never seen by day at the breeding ground; it only 
comes ashore at dusk or at night. It is an exciting experience to see 
the arrival of these little birds at the breeding grounds at night, when 
they come in from the sea and return to the burrows. 

The storm petrel is silent out at sea, but very vocal at the breeding 
grounds. It is quite certain that the birds find one another by their 
voices. The little storm petrel's voice is particularly loud when a pair 
meet at the nest; this meeting can give rise to a duet between them. 
The utterances are almost a "song", a long whirring or trilling 
sound, which ends with a single hoarse call. It sounds very monoto- 
nous, and is reminiscent of the nightjar. The trill of the storm petrel 
is much quicker than that of Leach's petrel; it is repeated 30-40 
times per sec. 
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Recordings: 

1. 0-54 sec. Nolsoy, Faroes, 15/7 - 1987. L.F. 

2. 54-1 '18 sec. Mykinesholmur, Faroes, 27/6 1966. Erik Vestergaard. 
At least 3 different individuals can be heard in these two record- 
ings, (I: 0-18, II: 18-54 (oyster catcher). III: 54-ri8), and some 
difference can be heard in their "song". 



Leach's Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa 1,1 
Syldur drunnhvfti 
Stor Stormsvale 

Leachs petrel is very like the storm petrel in its habits. It too only 
comes ashore at night, breeds on the outermost islands, makes 
burrows in the turf and so on. In the breeding places where both 
species occur, (e.g. on Mykinesholmur and the Vestmanna Islands) 
Leach's petrel breeds a few weeks earlier than the storm petrel. In 
the Faroes, it only breeds on the most westerly island, Mykines- 
hdlmur, and in Iceland, only in the Vestmanna Islands and Ing61fs- 
hofda. Several hundred pairs occur in each place. 

Leach's petrel is silent out at sea, but is very vocal when it flies in 
to the nest, and while it is in the burrow. The voice is rather different 
from that of the storm petrel. The song sounds like a succession of 
hoarse, sharp calls, which are repeated quickly in a characteristic 
rhythm, and at times end with a succession of trilling calls. This trill 
is reminiscent of the storm petrel's trill, but has a much slower 
rhythm, approx. 15-22 per sec. The voice of Leach's petrel is a 

combination of hoarse, sharp calls and a short, slow trilling, while 
that of the storm petrel is a quick trilling, like that of the nightjar. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-58 sec. Breeding ground. Recordings from burrow, Mykines- 
holmur, Faroes, 5/7 - 1978. L.F. 

2. 58-l'36 sec. Mykinesholmur, Faroes 17/6 - 1966. Gert Vester- 
gaard. 
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GANNETS 



Gannet Sula Bassana 1,1 
Sula 
Sule 

The great, white gannet is the largest sea bird of the North Atlantic. 
With its long, narrow wings it is an excellent flyer, and makes steep 
dives for cod. It breeds in the central part of the North Atlantic; in 
large colonies on small islands and the outermost skerries. In the 
Faroes it only breeds on Mykinesholmur and Mykines, but it breeds 
at 6 different places in Iceland. 

The gannet has a very loud voice and can be heard from a long 
way off. Its deep raven-like voice and the higher call of the young 
are constantly heard from the colonies. The voice is a succession of 
hoarse, deep calls. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-36 sec. Adult bird. Mykinesholmur, Faroes, 6/8 - 1962, Thomas 
Kronborg. 

2. 36-T09 sec. 3 young birds. Mykinesholmur, Faroes, 6/8 - 1962. 
Thomas Kronborg. 

3. 1 '09- 1 '30 sec. Chorus of gannets recorded at a distance of 2 - 300 
metres at the smaller of the colonies on the north side of 
Mykinesholmur, Faroes, 4/7 - 1987 (wren). L.F. 



CORMORANTS 

Cormorant Phalacrocorax car bo 1,1 
Hiplingur 
Storskarv 

This long-necked, black cormorant no longer breeds in the Faroes, 
but does breed in West Iceland and Shetland. It feeds on medium- 

20 

Copyrighted material 



sized fish. It breeds in screes, mountain caves, on skerries and small 
islands; the nest placed on the ground or between stones. 

Outside the breeding season it is silent. At the breeding ground its 
harsh voice can often be heard, when the adult birds fly to and fro, 
and when they are feeding the young. It is a loud, harsh voice that 
can be heard for a considerable distance. The sound of a very large 
colony in a wood, with the calls of both young and adult birds, can 
be heard on the tape. The individual bird s call is a succession of 
harsh, deep sounds. 

Recording: 

I. 0-40 sec. A noisy chorus of thousands of birds, and amongst these 
a call from one of the nearest birds can be heard. Vors0, East 
Jutland, Denmark, 20/6 1985. L.F. 

Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Skarvur 
Topskarv 

The black shag feeds on fish and frequents the North Atlantic 
coastal cliffs, where it breeds between the rocks in screes and in 
fissures in the cliffs. In Iceland and the Faroes it usually breeds in 
small colonies at suitable places along the coast. 

It is rather a quiet bird, only vocal in the breeding season, when its 
hoarse, grunting call can be heard. 



HERONS 

Grey Heron. Ardea cinerea 1,1 
Hegri, hakaspjad 
Fiskehejre 
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The grey heron is the size of a goose, has greyish plumage, and a 
long neck. It flies with languid wing-beats, neck bent, and the long 
legs protruding beyond the tail. It occurs quite regularly as a vagrant 
and winter visitor in both the Faroes and Iceland. 

Its hoarse, loud call can be heard from time to time when it is 
flying. At the breeding grounds (e.g. in England and Denmark) it is 
very vocal. There, it breeds in large colonies in trees. 

Recording: 

1. 0-14 sec. Vals0lille s0, Zealand, Denmark, May 1989 (blackbird, 
wren). EJ. 

2. 14-30 sec. 2 herons at Bognaes, Zealand, Denmark, May 1989 
(blackbird, wren). EJ. 

WILDFOWL 

Whooper Swan 

Cy gnus cy gnus 1,1 
Svanur, okn 
Sangsvane 

The Whooper Swan is a large, long-necked, white wildfowl with a 
yellow and black bill. It breeds in great numbers in Iceland in small 
shallow lakes where there is abundant vegetation. It used to breed in 
South Greenland, but nowadays it is a rarity there. In the Faroes it 
is a passage migrant, but from time to time both summers and 
winters there. 

The name tells us something of the sound it makes. At all times of 
year the strong, melodious trumpeting call of the whooper swan can 
be heard; both from wintering flocks and between pairs at the 
breeding grounds. No other wildfowl is heard so often. The flocks of 
whooper swans have daily choral "sing-songs" with long trumpet 
calls that can be heard a long way off. A shorter, quieter call is heard 
from migrating flocks in flight. 
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Recordings: 

1. 0-60 sec. Calls from a flock of whooper swans in an opening in 
ice. South Zealand, Denmark, February 1963. LF. 

2. 60-T20 sec. From breeding ground in West Iceland, June 1967. 
LF. 



Pink-footed Goose A user brachyrhynchus 1,1 
Islandsgas 
Kortnaebbet G&s 

The pink-footed goose is grey-brown and quite short necked. It is 
rather like the grey goose, but is smaller and does not have the grey- 
blue forewing of the grey goose. It breeds in large colonies in the 
interior of Iceland and East Greenland, and winters in Scotland. 
Several flocks fly over the Faroes every year. 

The pink-footed goose is very vocal, with a voice rather like that 
of other grey geese. There are two levels of pitch; a high gak-geek- 
geek and a deeper ongk-ongk. It requires training to be able to dis- 
tinguish the voices of the different grey geese from one another. The 
sound of a flock of thousands of geese in West Jutland, Denmark, is 
heard on the tape. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-22 sec. Geese taking flight. Fiils0, West Jutland, Denmark, 
Oct. 1964. LF. 

2. -5. Recorded at same place, October 1989. EJ. 

2. 22-T13 sec. Small flock flying over. 

3. ri3-2*03 sec. Large flock flying away. 

4. 2 , 03-2 , 54 sec. Large flock foraging in field. 

5. 2'54-3'40 sec. 3 birds, gander and 2 geese. 

White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons 1,1 
Korngas 
Blisg&s 

The white-fronted goose is slightly smaller than the grey goose, also 
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grey in colour, and with a white patch on the forehead. It breeds in 
Greenland and crosses South and West Iceland, and at times the 
Faroes, on migration from Great Britain. 

The voice is distinct and high, almost twittering, and somewhat 
resembles that of the pink footed goose. 

Recording: 

1. 0-40 sec. Small flock rising at 15 sec. North Fyn, Denmark, Octo- 
ber 1962. LF. 



Greylag Goose A user anser 1,1 
Gragas 
Gr&gas 

The greylag goose is a big, brown-grey bird with pale forewings; the 
ancestor of the domestic goose. It is a common breeding bird in low- 
lying country in Iceland, and in recent years it has again started to 
breed in the Faroes. 

The greylag goose is very vocal, with a voice rather like that of the 
domestic goose. The voice consists of short successions of hoarse 
calls, which often break over into a cackle. 

Recordings: 

L 0-20 sec. Goose and gander. South Zealand, Denmark. May 
1984. LF. 

2. 20-35 sec. Small flock flying over. Torshavn, Faroes, 31/5 - 1985. 
DB. 

3. 35-T09 sec. Approx. 200 on lake. Gyrstinge S0, Zealand, Den- 
mark, 22/9 - 1989. EJ. 

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis 1,1 
Brandgas 
Bramg&s 

The barnacle goose is a close relative of the Brent goose. It is black 
and white, but with a yellowish-white face. It breeds in arctic re- 
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gions, e.g. in East Greenland and irregularly in Iceland. During 
migration great flocks can be seen flying over. The sound of flocks in 
flight is often heard from a distance as barking, rather like that of 
dogs. The individual bird s voice is a deep ga-ga-gak. 

Recording: 

1. 0-25 sec. 90 birds at M0ns Klint, Denmark, 10/4-1971. Per 
Schiermacher Hansen. 

Brent Goose Branta bemicla 1,1 
Helsigas 
Knortegas 

The Brent goose is black and grey with a pale belly. It occurs 
regularly as a passage migrant in the Faroes and Iceland, on the way 
between the wintering places in Great Britain and the breeding 
grounds in Greenland. It is the most northerly breeding species of 
goose in the world, and a number of the breeding places are not yet 
known. 

During migration the flock flies in a V- formation or in line. The 
flock is often heard before it is seen, as a deep, monotonous, rolling 
or growling sound. 

Recording: 

1 . 0-16 sec. 800 flying at a distance of 3 - 400 metres. West Jutland, 
May 1984, (oyster catcher). LF. 

Wigeon Anas pen el ope 1,1 
Ennigul ont 
Pibeand 

The wigeon is a pretty, medium-sized, surface-feeding duck with 
white mirrors, and a reddish-brown head. It breeds in small lakes 
where there is abundant vegetation. In the Faroes it is a regular, but 
scarce, passage migrant, and it is known to have bred twice. It 
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breeds in certain lakes in Iceland, and in particularly large numbers 
in the bird "oasis", Myvatn, in North Iceland. 

The wigeon has a characteristic, but not very loud call. The drake, 
both during the breeding season and migration gives a long, drawn- 
out, disyllabic, whistling whee-oo. The call of the duck is hoarser. 

Recordings: 

1, 0-45 sec. Small flock grubbing at the edge of the lake. Myvatn, 
North Iceland, June 1967 (redwing, gadwall, whooper swan). LF. 

2. 45-T03 sec. Breeding ground, duck with young. Myvatn, North 
Iceland, June 1967. 

Gadwall Anas strepera 1,1 
Sutlont 
Knarand 

The gadwall is a medium-sized, surface-feeding duck with brown- 
grey plumage, somewhat resembling a female mallard. It breeds at 
Myvatn in North Iceland, and at other suitable places in Iceland, but 
has only been seen 4 times in the Faroes. 

The voice is quite weak. The drake has a creaking call, rather like 
the noise of a nail being drawn across the teeth of a comb. The voice 
of the duck is hoarser and rather like that of the mallard, but weaker. 

Recording: 

1. 0-24 sec. Drake on lake surface. Myvatn, North Iceland, 24/6 - 
1967 (redwing and black-headed gull) LF. 

Teal Anas crecca 1,1 
Krikkont 
Krikand 

The teal is a small, surface-feeding duck. The drake is very beautiful 
in the breeding season, with its brown head and yellow stripes 
around the eyes. The duck is grey-brown and rather resembles a 
small female mallard. The teal has a very characteristic flight, flying 
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very quickly and often changing direction. It breeds quite commonly 
in marshes and small lakes in Iceland, and has been found nesting 3 
times in the Faroes, where it often occurs as a passage migrant. 

The characteristic voice of the teal can be heard both during and 
outside the breeding season. It is rather weak, with a high, clear, 
monotonous, whistling call, apparently only made by the drake. 

Recording: 

L 0-10 sec. Drake calling in a flock of teal. La?s0, Denmark, June 
1966 (cuckoo). LF. 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 1,1 
Villdunna 
Graand 

The mallard, the ancestor of the European domestic duck, is the 
most common surface-feeding duck in Europe. It is a common 
breeder both in the Faroes and Iceland. 

The wild mallard's voice is very like that of the domestic duck. 
The female has a stronger quacking call, whereas the male's is a 
short quack. In the breeding season the female has several weaker 
calls with which she guides the ducklings around lakes and marshes. 

Recording: 

1 . 0-30 sec. Flock on lake, a single drake can be heard calling. Fiils0, 
West Jutland, Denmark, 5/3 - 1966 (teal). LF. 

Pintail Anas acuta 1,1 
Snadduont 
Spidsand 

The pintail is an easily recognized surface-feeding duck. Both sexes, 
but particularly the male, have a protruding middle tale feather. The 
pintail breeds commonly in Iceland, particularly in North Iceland, 
while in the Faroes it is an early summer visitor, and has been found 
nesting 3 times. 
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The voice is a quack-quack, rather like that of the mallard. It is 
only audible over a short distance. 

Recording: 

1. 0-28 sec. Single bird. Ulfshale, M0n, Denmark, 5/4 1969. Per 
Schiermacher Hansen. 



Shoveler Anas clypeata 1,1 
Sponont 
Skeand 

The shoveler, with its spoon-shaped bill, is very easily recognized. It 
is only half the size of the mallard. It breeds in small fresh-water 
lakes and marshes where there is abundant vegetation. The shoveler 
does not breed in the Faroes, but it has been seen several times 
there. It breeds in a few places in Iceland, particularly at Myvatn. 

The drake has a weak voice, which is only audible at a short 
distance, and sounds like a short, snarling call. The voice of the duck 
is rather like that of the mallard, but is hoarse and slightly weaker. 

Recording: 

L 0-12 sec. Small flock grubbing in surface water. South Langeland, 
Denmark, August 1963. LF. 

Pochard Ay thy a ferina 1,1 
H0vudreyd ont 
Taffeland 

The pochard is a diving duck, which is more common in larger-sized 
lakes, where it seeks its food on the bed of the lake. It is often seen 
together with the tufted duck. It nested at Myvatn in North Iceland 
for the first time in 1954. but only nests irregularly and in small 
numbers in Iceland. The pochard has been seen a few times in the 
Faroes. 

The voice of the drake is very characteristic, but is only audible 
over a short distance, and is rather difficult to describe. It is a weak 
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piping sound: peev-veev. The voice of the duck is more a growling 
krra-krra. 

Recording: 

1. 0-59 sec. Small flock of ducks and drakes at the start of the 
breeding season. West Lolland, Denmark, 5/5 - 1985 (wood pi- 
geon, willow-warbler, coot). LF. 

Tufted Duck Ay thy a fuligula 1,1 
Tr0llont 
Troldand 

This pretty little black and white duck, with the tuft on its head, is 
found in lakes. About the turn of the century, it started to breed in 
Iceland, especially at Myvatn, and is now the most numerous fresh- 
water duck. The tufted duck can be seen in the Faroes, particularly 
during migration, and it has been found nesting 4 times. 

The voice of the tufted duck is weak, and not particularly charac- 
teristic. It sounds like a hoarse, short, whistling call, rather like that 
of the wigeon. In flight, tufted ducks make a characteristic sound 
with their wings, which can be heard a relatively long way off. 

Recordings: 

L 0-6 sec. Small flock in flight. Myvatn, Iceland, June 1967 (red- 
wing). LF. 

2. 6-30 sec. Small flock on lake. Smaland, Sweden, 3/7 - 1960 (red- 
wing). LF. 

Scaup Ay thy a marila 1,1 

Grab0ka, grab0kut ont 
Bjergand 

The scaup is a diving duck, both in appearance and habits similar to 
the tufted duck. It is a common breeder in Iceland and there are a 
few occurrences in the Faroes, where it is known to have nested 
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twice. The scaup frequents small lakes, where it finds its food on the 
bed of the lake. 

The scaup has rather a soft voice. The drake makes a peev-veev 
sound, and the duck a growling gra-gra . 

Recording: 

1. 0-25 sec. Drake and duck. Myvatn, Iceland, 26/6 -1967 (redwing). 
LF. 



Eider Somateria mollissima 1,1 
>E6a 
Ederfugl 

The eider is a large diving duck. The drake, with its black and white 
colour, is easily recognized. The female is dark brown. The eider 
feeds on animal organisms on the sea-bed around the coasts. It is 
distributed throughout the North Atlantic. In Iceland and the Faroes 
it is very common along all the shallow coasts. Apart from some 
moulting migration in Iceland, there is no known migration in the 
area. 

The characteristic call of the drake can be heard all the year 
round, oo-oh - oo-oh. The duck has shorter, harsher notes, go-go-go- 

Recordings: 

1. 0-33 sec. Calls of eider drake and duck in small flock on the 
water, at the start of the breeding season. Thule, North 
Greenland, 10/6 - 1964. LF. 

2. 33-T15 sec. Drake and eider ducks with young flock with various 
types of calls. Kirkjub0ur, Faroes, 28/6 - 1986. DB. 

Harlequin Duck Histrionicns histrionicus 1,1 
Brimont 
Str0mand 

This mottled little diving duck is an American duck, which has a 
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population in Iceland. It seldom leaves Iceland, but has nevertheless 
been seen fairly regularly in the Faroes in recent years. 

The voice of the drake is a short, subdued whistle, and that of the 
duck a hoarse growling. 

Recording: 

L 0-30 sec. Small flock at stream. Myvatn, Iceland, June 1967. 
Patrick Sellar. 

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis 1,1 
Ogvella, oerla 
Havlit 

The long-tailed duck is one of the most northerly breeding diving 
ducks, and, with its boldly patterned plumage and long tail, also one 
of the loveliest. It breeds in arctic and sub-arctic regions; Iceland 
being one of the most southerly breeding areas. In the Faroes it is 
seen mainly out at sea in winter. 

The voice of the long-tailed duck is often heard at the breeding 
grounds and in the wintering areas. It can be heard at a distance of 
1-2 kilometers, and sounds like ouleet - ouleet. The long-tailed duck 
is vocal during mating and at the start of the breeding season, and in 
the wintering area. When there are many voices together it sounds 
like a beautiful, distant song. 

Recording: 

1 . 0-55 sec. 8-10 birds, drakes and ducks on the surface of the sea. 
The birds are swimming after one another and finally rise. Thule, 
North Greenland, 1/6 - 1964 (eider). LF. 

Common Scoter Melanitta nigra 1,1 
Kolont 
Sortand 

The common scoter drake is jet black with a yellow patch on the 
bill, the duck is dark brown. It breeds in several places in North 
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Iceland, e.g. at Myvatn. and is seen in the Faroes as a summer and 
migratory visitor. 

It has quite a loud, characteristic call; a melodious double call, 
guiv - guiv. This call is heard both at the start of the breeding season 
and at night from migrating birds. 

Recording: 

1. 0-r05 sec. Flock on the surface of large lake, calling and rising. 4 
- 6 birds. Lapland, Sweden, June 1961. LF. 

Barrow's Goldeneye Bucephala islandica 1,1 
Islendsk sugont 
Islandsk Hvinand 

Barrow's goldeneye is a North American immigrant, and is very 
similar to the goldeneye. It breeds around wooded lakes; most nu- 
merously at Myvatn in North Iceland. Barrow's goldeneye is a per- 
manent resident in Iceland and has only been seen 4 times in the 
Faroes. 

When in flight. Barrow's goldeneye makes a very characteristic 
squeaking sound with its wings, which can be heard for a relatively 
long distance. The voice is soft and is heard at the start of the 
breeding season as soft cracking or growling calls. The voice is 
identical with that of the European goldeneye. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-26 sec. Flock flying. North Iceland, June 1985 (golden plover). 
Ib Petersen. 

2. 26-60 sec. Flying and sitting with call of drake(?). Iceland, June 
1967 (golden plover). Patrick Sellar. 

Red-breasted Merganser Mergus senator 1,1 
Toppont 

Toppet Skallesluger 
The red-breasted merganser is a sharp-billed, diving duck with white 
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patches on the wings. It feeds mainly on fish and normally frequents 
the coast, but breeds also by inland lakes, both in Iceland and in the 
Faroes. 

It is very quiet. The drake is almost silent, whereas the duck, 
during flight in the breeding season, has a strong, hoarse voice, ga- 

ga-ga-ga, rather like that of the goosander. 
Recording: 

L 0-20 sec. Pair flying. South Zealand, Denmark, 6/5 - 1967 (lark). 
LF. 



Goosander Mergiis merganser 
Tannont 

Stor Skallesluger 

The goosander is a very quiet bird, but with a characteristic appear- 
ance. The drake is easily recognized on account of its brown-red bill, 
dark green head and whitish yellow breast and belly. The duck is 
greyish with a brown head. It breeds sparsely in Iceland, mainly in 
big inland lakes, and feeds on fish. The goosander is sometimes seen 
in the Faroes in spring and summer. 

It is normally only the voice of the duck that is heard. It sounds 
very like the voice of the red-breasted merganser. 

There is no recording at present. 



BIRDS OF PREY 

Birds of prey are relatively quiet birds that are almost only heard in 
the breeding season. They are silent when migrating or hunting. 
During the mating flight most species have rather loud calls. When 
they are at the nest with young they give loud alarm calls on the 
approach of human beings. There is not much difference between 
closely related species. The alarm calls are regularly repeated, most 
often in quick succession. The large species have deep, loud voices, 
whereas the small species have softer, higher pitched voices, and the 
calls are often made in quicker succession. 
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EAGLES 



White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetiis albicilla 1,1 
Hav0rn 
Hav0rn 

The white-tailed eagle is one of the world's largest birds of prey. 
Those in Iceland and South Greenland are amongst the largest of 
the species. It is easily recognized by its large, hooked bill, wide 
wingspan, and dark appearance. The adult birds have white tail 
feathers. The white-tailed eagle stays at the breeding ground the 
whole year round. 

It is usually a silent bird. At the nesting place, when there are 
young, it gives very loud alarm calls to warn off intruders. Both the 
female and male glide over the heads of intruders calling with deep, 
hoarse voices. The voice of the female is the deeper. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-35 sec. Young and adult birds at the nest. Southwest Greenland, 
June 1973. LF. 

2. 35-60 sec. Adult birds flying and giving alarm calls at nest. South- 
west Greenland, June 1972. LF. 



FALCONS 

Merlin Falco Columbarius 
Smyril 
Dvaergfalk 

The merlin is a small bird of prey. The male has a blue-grey back, the 
female brown-grey. The wings are pointed. It is most commonly 
seen flying low over open country. It breeds sparsely in Iceland. In 
the Faroes only a few pairs breed on the sides of high cliffs, but there 
are quite a number of migratory visitors and birds that winter in the 
Faroes. 

The voice is most often heard at the nest with young and re- 
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sembles the voices of the other hawks in that it gives a quick succes- 
sion of short calls, kee-kee-kee or eeb-eeb-eeb. 



Gyrfalcon Falco rusticolus 1,1 
Veidifalkur 
Jagtfalk 

The gyrfalcon is one of the world's largest hawks, and it is also the 
most northerly nesting bird of prey. In the southern part of the 
breeding area the gyrfalcon is grey, e.g. in Iceland, whereas the birds 
in the northernmost breeding grounds, e.g. in North Greenland, are 
completely white. It breeds sparsely on inaccessible shelves on cliff 
faces throughout Iceland, and outside the breeding season it can be 
seen in the Faroes as a passage migrant and winter visitor. The 
gyrfalcon can be identified by the long wings and relatively short 
tail. 

The voice is only heard at the nest, when there are young. The 
adult birds can be heard giving alarm calls and the young calling. 
The voice is a long succession of the same call, gee-gee-gee. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-30 sec. Bird with young in nest giving warning. Southwest 
Iceland, June 1967. LF. 

2. 30-60 sec. Adult bird flying and giving warning at same nest. 
Southwest Iceland, June 1967. LF. 



GROUSE 

Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus 
Fjallarypa, rypa 
Fjeldrype 
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The ptarmigan is distributed in all the arctic regions and is the 
world s most northerly breeding gallinaceous bird (i.e. belonging to 
the same family as the domestic fowl.) Its colour changes with the 
seasons; in winter almost completely white, in summer brown with 
white wings. It is quite common in mountainous regions of Iceland. 
The ptarmigan was introduced to the Faroes in 1890 and may still 
occur. 

The voice is heard in the breeding season. The quite loud, dry, 
growling of the male is a sure sign that the bird is nesting. The call 
sounds like er-er-er. 



PHEASANTS 

Quail Coturnix coturnix 
Vaktil 
Vagtel 

A small gallinacean, smaller than a starling. It is very seldom seen 
and is most often detected by its voice. The quail is a migratory bird, 
which used to occur in small numbers as a regular summer visitor in 
the North Atlantic. Birds nesting in fields have previously been 
recorded in the Faroes. In recent years they have again been found 
nesting in the Faroes. 

The male mating call, the cry of the quail, is mainly heard in the 
dark, and seems to say wet-my-lips. 
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RAILS 

Water Rail Rallus aquaticus 1,1 
Jardarkona 
Vandrikse 

The water rail is the size of a starling, blue-black with a long bill and 
long legs. It is shy and lives hidden away in the vegetation of marsh- 
lands. Today it is probably only found as an irregular passage migrant 
and winter visitor in both Iceland and the Faroes. 

The voice can be heard in the breeding season, particularly at 
dusk and at night. It is very loud and consists of various types of 
short, regularly repeated calls. The most characteristic is a long 
drawn-out cry that is given in between the calls and resembles a 
sound made by a pig. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-50 sec. From breeding ground. Zealand, Denmark, May 1967 
and 1972. LF. 

2. 50-T40 sec. Recording from 01and, June 1969 (cow, skylark). EJ. 

Corncrake Crex crex 1.1 
Akurskritt 
Engsnarre 

The corncrake is a brown bird the size of a starling. It lives hidden 
away in grassy fields and similar habitats. It used to occur in the 
Faroes, where it was found nesting once in this century. Today it is 
only observed at intervals of years. 

During the whole breeding season, the corncrake is very vocal, 
particularly at twilight and at night. It gives a long succession of 
uniform, short calls, krek - krek, which are easy to identify. 

Recording: 

1. 0-45 sec. Birds calling from a field of grass in the breeding sea- 
son. 01and, Sweden, 10/6 - 1969. EJ. 
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WADERS 



During the breeding season, the males of almost all waders mark out 
their territory with a special flight, often quicker or slower wing 
beats, and a special song flight. 

When rising and during migration most waders give a typical, 
short flock call. 

Waders almost always nest on the ground. If a nesting bird is 
disturbed it usually flies away in silence, or steals away along the 
ground. While the birds have young, most species alter their habits 
quite drastically from a shy to a more aggressive attitude towards 
intruders. They have a special alarm call to warn young and other 
members of their species. In such instances some species pretend to 
be sick in order to draw the intruder away from the young. 

A few hours after the young are hatched, they leave the nest and 
move about on the ground. It appears that the parents guide the 
activities of the young on the ground with different types of contact 
calls. These are all weak calls and can only be heard for a few 
metres. 

It is easiest to distinguish the voices of the different species of 
waders by learning the quality (timbre) of the tones in the song and 
calls. While the rhythm of the song and calls differ to some degree 
within a species, the quality of the tones is very specific to the 
species. 

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus 1,1 
Tjaldur 
Strandskade 

The oystercatcher is one of the most vocal birds during the breeding 
season. It is a very common breeding bird in all lower-lying areas, 
both in the cultivated fields and on the hillsides in the Faroes , and 
is also very common in Iceland, particularly at the coast. 

During migration and when rising, the loud flock call of the oys- 
tercatcher can be heard a long way off, keep, keep. In the breeding 
season it flies in a song flight of wide circles with slow wing beats, 
while calling loudly (recording 2). Besides this, both in the breeding 
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season and at foraging places a chorus can be heard from birds on 
the ground, (recording 3). The song in the breeding season consists 
of very loud cascades of trills resembling the flock call in pitch and 
quality. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-18 sec. Individual birds giving flock call on tidal flats. South 
Zealand, Denmark, 24/5 - 1965. LF. 

2. 19-T03 sec. Song and song trill from single bird on tidal flats. 
South Zealand, Denmark, 8/5 - 1964 (redshank 22 sec, shelduck, 
dunlin 30 sec, ringed plover 32 sec, black-headed gull 34 sec). 
LF. 

3. r03-T22 sec. Chorus from small flock of oystercatchers in out- 
field. Mykines, Faroes, 7/7 1979. 

4. 1 22- 1 "46 sec. Small flock of oystercatchers sounding alarm calls. 
Havnadalur, Faroes, 12/7 - 1985. DB. 



Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 1,1 
Svarthalsa 
Stor Praestekrave 

The ringed plover often breeds on stony and sandy coasts and on the 
margins of lakes. It is found sparsely in small numbers in the Faroes, 
but breeding in large numbers in Iceland. In the migration period it 
occurs in flocks on low coasts, on the way between Canada/ 
Greenland and Africa. 

The flock call is quite weak and can only be heard at a distance of 
10 - 20 metres, boo-ee or too-eep. While the young are small, the 
ringed plover gives many loud, regularly repeated alarm calls, which 
are very like the flock call. The song flight is carried out at a low 
altitude over open country, with a slow wing beat and rhythmically 
repeated trills and a long whistling tone of the same quality as the 
flock call. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-36 sec. First flock call, later alarm call. South Zealand, Den- 
mark, 1964. LF. 
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2. 37-54 sec. Recording of song flight of birds flying with slow wing 
beat. Song trill and song yodel can be heard. South Zealand, 
Denmark, 9/5 - 1964. LF. 

3. 54- TIG sec. Alarm call and flock call at breeding territory. West 
Iceland, July 1967. LF. 

4. 1*10-1 '45 sec. Alarm call and flock call at breeding territory. West 
Iceland, July 1967. LF. 



Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria 1,1 
Logv 
Hjejle 

The golden plover is a common breeder on mountain heaths both in 
the Faroes and Iceland. 

The flock call of the golden plover is a soft tlui. A gentle, melan- 
choly call, which sounds like a deep whistle. The alarm call, which is 
rather like the flock call, is often heard in the breeding territory. It 
is repeated regularly, and may be shorter and louder. The position of 
the bird is difficult to localize from the call. In the song flight, which 
is carried out with slow wing beats, there is a very long-drawn-out, 
rhythmically repeated yodel of the same quality as the flock call. It 
ends with a melodic trill. The voice is very loud during the song 
flight, and can be heard for quite a long distance. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-T15 sec. Alarm call from breeding territory. 01and, Sweden, 
June 1967 (lark, curlew 33 sec, black-tailed godwit). EJ. 

2. I'15-r40 sec. Male(?) in song flight. Yodelling with slow wing 
beats. Swedish Lapland, 7/7 - 1961. LF. 

3. r40-2'30 sec. Alarm call and song trill from pair with young. 
Iceland, June 1967. LF. 

4. 2 , 30-2 , 33 sec. Female with newly-hatched nestlings. Swedish 
Lapland, 7/7- 1961. LF. 
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Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 1,1 
Fj0rul6gv 
Strandhjejle 

The grey plover has only been recorded 2 times in the Faroes as a 
vagrant, whereas it has been found several times in Iceland. 

The flock call of the grey plover is heard at quite long intervals, 
and is rather like that of the golden plover. The flock call is quite a 
long, melodic call, with the pitch highest at the start and end of the 
call. It is a trisyllabic whistle, tlee-u-ee. 

Recording: 

1. 0-35 sec. Flock call from several individuals in small, foraging 
flock on salt marsh. Langeland, Denmark, 20/10 - 1965. LF. 

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 1,1 
Vipa 
Vibe 

The lapwing breeds irregularly in Iceland and the Faroes, and also 
occurs in small numbers during migration. 

The song flight of the male is an acrobatic, tumbling flight 
manoeuvre, accompanied by trilling, which is carried out over the 
breeding territory. During the flight both the hoarse "song" and 
strong wing beat can be heard. Outside the breeding season the 
lapwing is fairly silent, but both during migration and when it is 
feeding , the rather short, deep flock call, veep, can be heard. The 
voice is very loud in the song flight, but the flock call is not so loud. 
The alarm call resembles the flock call, but is a bit longer and is 
repeated regularly. 

Recording: 

1. 0-60 sec. Recording of two individuals (male and female?) in the 
breeding season. One on the ground and one flying. Song flight 
with trill and wing beat, flock call and alarm call. South Zealand. 
Denmark, 10/4 - 1981 (shelduck). LF. 
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Knot Calidris canutus 1,2 
Islandsgraelingur 
Islandsk Ryle 

The knot breeds in the high Arctic, and during migration it occurs 
both in Iceland and the Faroes, most commonly at the seashore on 
low-lying coasts. 

The knot is most easily identified by its characteristic appearance. 
The migration call is rather weak and seldom heard. It is a disyllabic, 
unmelodious, short call, trit-wit. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-20 sec. Flock call and alarm call. Northwest Greenland, 31/5 
and 7/6 - 1964. LF. 

2. 20-57 sec. Song flight. Northwest Greenland, 10/6 - 1964. LF. 

Sanderling Calidris alba 1,2 
Sandgraelingur 
Sandl0ber 

The sanderling is a high arctic wader, which is easily recognized in its 
pale winter and yellow-brown summer plumage. It occurs in Iceland 
and the Faroes in the migration period. 

A sandy beach is the favourite feeding place of the sanderling, 
where its flock call can be difficult to hear against the noise of the 
waves and the wind. It is a short, distinct, high call, kit-kit. 

Recording: 

1. 0-30 sec. Small flock rising from beach. South Zealand, Den- 
mark, 1/9 - 1959 (wood pigeon, dunlin 6 sec, ringed plover 12 
sec). LF. 

Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima 1,2 
Gragraelingur 
Sortgra Ryle 
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The purple sandpiper is a common breeding bird in high moorland 
in Iceland, but there are only a few in the Faroes. Outside the 
breeding season it frequents coastal cliffs, perhaps together with the 
turnstone. The best way to identify the purple sandpiper is by its 
appearance, amongst other things because it is trusting and easy to 
approach. 

The flock call is plet-plet or tritt-tritt. 

Recordings: 

1 . 0-22 sec. Alarm and flock call beside young (raven 8 sec.) South 
Greenland, June 1972. LF. 

2. 22-58 sec. Alarm call at breeding ground. Bj0rn0ya, Norway, July 
1965. J.P. Lomholt. 



Dunlin Calidris alpina 1,2 
Fjallmurra 
Almindelig Ryle 

This little wader has a black patch on the belly. It is a common 
breeder in Iceland, but breeds only in small numbers in the Faroes. 
During migration it is quite common both in the Faroes and Iceland, 
mainly frequenting low, protected coasts. 

The dunlin is very vocal during the breeding season. It is heard 
most frequently at the beginning of the breeding season, when it 
flies low over the open country with fluttering wing beat and singing 
the "dunlin song". The song is a very long tree-tree-tree-ree-ree-ree, 
which can be heard up to a distance of 50 to 100 metres. The dunlin's 
flock call can be heard when it rises, which helps identification. It is 
a short call, which is quite loud in relation to the size of the bird, and 
sounds like a whirring trrree. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-13 sec. Flock call. Langeland, Denmark, 4/8 - 1964. LF. 

2. 13-35 sec. Foraging flock. South Zealand, Denmark, 28/10 - 1965. 
LF. 

3. 35-130 sec. Breeding ground, song flight. South Zealand, Den- 
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mark, 24/5 - 1965 ( black-headed gull 42 sec., oystercatcher 85 
sec). LF. 

4. 1*30-1 '47 sec. Adult bird with young giving alarm calls. Swedish 
Lapland. July 1961. LF. 

Snipe Gallinago gallinago 1,2 
Myrisnipa 
Dobbeltbekkasin 

The snipe breeds in large numbers on boggy mountain heaths and 
other suitably moist habitats, both in Iceland and the Faroes. 

The drumming of the snipe during its song flight is one of the best 
known bird sounds. It is mainly heard on still, warm spring and 
summer evenings. The drumming sound is produced by the outer 
tail feathers, which vibrate when the bird makes an oblique dive. 
Besides this drumming, the "song" consists of a number of other 
more usual sounds, particularly a very loud, piercing rik-tik-rik, which 
is made both by birds on the ground and in the air. During migration 
a hoarse, unmelodious call can be heard from the birds in flight or 
those foraging on the ground, bayayp or a rather rough kraysh. 

Recordings: 

1. 1-16 sec. Hoarse flock call from migrating birds in flight. West 
Jutland, 27/8 - 1965 and North Zealand, Denmark, 10/4 - 1964 
(black-headed gull). LF. 

2. 16-43 sec. Contact call between adult bird and fledgling (short 
yip) in marsh. Tryggevaelde Adal, Zealand, Denmark, May 1967. 
LF. 

3. 43-4'55 sec. Recording at dusk in breeding ground with many 
pairs. Bleating and the tik-tik sound can be heard both from 
flying birds and those on the ground. Gasadalur, Faroes. June 
1988. EJ. 

4. 4 55-535 sec. Sound made by female pretending to be sick in 
order to divert attention. Recording as above. EJ. 



Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 1,2 
44 



Copyrighted material 



Reydspogvi 

Stor Kobbersneppe 
The black-tailed godwit is a common breeding bird in meadows and 
infields in Iceland, where it has increased in numbers this century. It 
is seen in the Faroes during migration, and has been found breeding 
3 times. 

Like the other large waders, the black-tailed godwit is very vocal 
at the breeding grounds. The loudness of the voice, the hoarse and 
yet melodious quality of the sound, and the quick change of rhythm, 
both in the alarm calls and during the song flight, are characteristic 
for the breeding season: The sounds which it makes are veeta-veeta- 
veeta, dee-dee-dee, dee-vee, tiu-u-i. Outside the breeding season the 
black-tailed godwit is relatively silent, but when taking flight it gives 
a call similar to the medium-lengthed, hoarse, alarm call of the 
breeding season (at 90 sec in recording). 

Recordings: 

1. 0-40 sec. Different types of alarm calls from breeding ground in 
South Sweden, June 1967 (willow-warbler). EJ. 

2. 40-130 sec. Song flight at breeding ground, song flight 40 -60 
sec, alarm 60 - 130 sec. West Jutland, Denmark, May 1964 and 
1965 (larks 65 sec, lapwing, common gull being pursued T06 
sec). LF. 

3. 130-2 , 16 sec. Alarm call from two sitting birds, almost certainly 
with young. Iceland, June 1967 (redshank 130 sec, Arctic skua 
2'06 sec). LF. 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopiis 1,2 
Spogvi 
Sm&spove 

This long-necked, brown wader is a very common breeder in moun- 
tain heaths both in Iceland and the Faroes. 

The trilling flock call is described as a braying duuiu-u-u. At the 
breeding ground other loud calls can be heard from the whimbrel; 
e.g. alarm calls, the whistle and trill of the song flight. All the sounds 
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can be heard for a long distance, and migrating birds are often heard 
before they are seen. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-36 sec. Alarm and flock call (0- 6 sec.) and song flight (6 - 24 
sec). From breeding ground in Iceland, June 1967. LF. 

2. 36-48 sec. Alarm call (36 sec.) at breeding ground. Faroes, June 
1978. LF. 

3. 48-175 sec. Song flight with song whistle (60 sec.) and song trill 
(48 sec.) at breeding ground. Jamtland, Sweden, 18/6 - 1963. LF. 

4. 175-r52 sec. Breeding ground. North Iceland, 19/6 - 1984. Ib 
Petersen. 

Curlew Numerius arquata 1,2 
Tangspogvi 
Storspove 

The curlew resembles the whimbrel very closely, but only breeds 
irregularly in Iceland and the Faroes. On the other hand it is quite a 
common visitor, particularly in autumn and winter. 

The loud, liquid call of the curlew can be heard all the year round. 
The most usual flock call is a tloyeet or kloyeet. Several of the notes 
can be confused with those of the whimbrel, but the flock call of the 
curlew is a disyllabic whistle. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-30 sec. Recordings from breeding ground in South Sweden, 
with alarm call (0 sec.) and song trill (7 sec). 01and, Sweden, 
June 1967. EJ. 

2. 30-T20 sec. Breeding ground with immature birds and adult 
birds giving alarm calls. West Jutland, Denmark, 28/5 - 1968 
(cuckoo 38 sec ). LF. 

3. T20-274 sec. Adult birds warning immature bird and giving 
flock call (T30 - T40 sec). The immature bird answers with a 
short, high peep. Recording as above. LF. 
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Redshank Tringa totanus 1,2 
Stelkur 
R0dben 

The redshank is one of the most common breeding waders in Ice- 
land, but very scarce in the Faroes. The Icelandic and Faroese 
redshanks are larger and rather darker than other redshanks and 
belong to a separate sub-species. The redshank frequents all types of 
wet areas and is very vocal. 

The lovely, melodious song flight and its 2 - 3 syllable flock call is 
easy to distinguish from other bird notes. The song trill and yodel 
and the flock call are all melodious, a tleu-lu-lu-lu-lu and tleu-lu or 
tu-tu-tu. The alarm call when it has young is often a repeated teet-teet. 
The voice of the redshank varies considerably and is best recognized 
by the quality and the pitch (medium). 

Recordings: 

1. 0-30 sec. Soft flock call. West Jutland, Denmark, May and Au- 
gust 1963 and 1964 (black-headed gull 0 sec). LF. 

2. 30-r03 sec. Song flight at breeding ground. Jamtland, Sweden, 
28/6 - 1963. LF. 

3. T03-ri8 sec. Alarm call at breeding ground on coast. Latvia, 
USSR, 27/6 - 1982. LF. 

4. ri8-T33 sec. Weak contact call between adult birds (kluk kluk) 
and fledglings (short peep). West Jutland, Denmark, 31/5 - 1965. 
LF. 



Turnstone Arenaria interpres 1,2 
Tjaldursgraelingur 
Stenvender 

The turnstone occurs as a common passage migrant and summer 
and winter visitor at low-lying shores in the Faroes and Iceland. It 
has a very characteristic appearance. 

The turnstone is very vocal, almost noisy, at the breeding ground, 
particularly when it has young. The flock call is heard during migra- 
tion from birds in flight and flocks foraging on the ground. It is 
rather like the alarm call, but is shorter; a quick, sharp kre-kre-kre or 
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kru-ruk. When one becomes familiar with the call of the turnstone, 
it is not readily confused with other calls. Often the call is heard 
before the bird is seen. Amongst a flock with other waders, it is 
often the loud trill of the turnstone that dominates. Its call is pierc- 
ingly sharp and can be heard for a long distance (50 - 100 m). 

Recordings: 

1. 1-30 sec. Flock call and contact call from birds foraging during 
migration. Northwest Greenland, June 1964. LF. 

2. 30-60 sec. Breeding ground with alternating alarm calls from 
adult birds and calls from young. There are phrases of the song in 
this recording. Jutland, Denmark, 19/6- 1969. LF. 

3. 60-T15 sec. Single adult bird giving warning along with fledgling 
(short, higher peep). Jutland, Denmark, 19/7 - 1969. 

Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus 1,2 
Helsareydi 
Odinshane 

Two interesting features of this beautiful little arctic wader are that 
it seeks its food on the surface of the water and that outside the 
breeding season it frequents the open sea. It is a very common 
breeding bird in Iceland and in mountainous parts of Scandinavia, 
but is scarce in the Faroes. 
It has a very soft call, a quickly repeated tik-tik. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-30 sec. Adult birds swimming on lake, finally a long trill (song?). 
Iceland, June 1967. LF. 

2. 30-ri0 sec. Adult birds swimming on lake (whooper swan). 
Iceland, June 1967. LF. 



Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius 1,2 
Sundgraelingur 
Thorshane 
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The grey phalarope is a wader, the size of a dunlin, and reddish 
brown in the breeding season. It usually swims in the water, both in 
the small lakes near where it nests and in the sea. Outside the 
breeding season, it frequents the open sea in small flocks. It breeds 
in a few places along the low-lying coasts of Iceland, while in the 
Faroes it is an irregular passage migrant. It is primarily a high arctic 
bird, which breeds in e.g. the most northern and eastern parts of 
Greenland. 

At the beginning of the breeding season it has a modest song 
flight with high, long drawn-out calls. When rising it gives a flock 
call which sounds like a soft pit. 

Recording: 

1. 0-30 sec. Breeding ground. Bird rising and a mating song. South- 
west Iceland, 12/6- 1967. LF. 



GULLS AND AUKS 

Almost all skuas, gulls and auks are loud voiced, particularly in the 
breeding season. Many breed in large colonies, which can be heard 
a long way off. This probably helps to guide the birds back to the 
breeding ground. 

Each species has 3 - 4 different types of call, which can be utilized 
in different combinations. The individual calls are often rather 
unmelodious and hoarse. It is difficult to distinguish the voices of 
the different large gulls. 

Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus 1,2 
Kjogvi 

Almindelig Kjove 

The arctic skua is a dark brown sea bird about the same size as the 
kittiwake, and has both a dark and light phase. It breeds in small 
colonies on mountain heaths or on hillsides near the coast. It pur- 
sues other birds and gives loud alarm calls if intruders approach the 
nest. 
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The voice of the arctic skua is very strong and varied in tone. One 
of the sounds that it makes is a long maiowing, which can be heard 
for a long distance. It often sounds like a repeated yaiow-yaiow with 
heightening pitch in each call. The alarm call is a deeper tuk-tuk. 
When the arctic skua pursues terns and gulls and tries to make them 
drop their prey, it gives particularly loud, quick screams that can be 
heard on the tape. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-24 sec. Arctic skua attacking great skua. Shetland Islands, 6/7 - 
1977 (great skua, lark). LF. 

2. 24-41 sec. Several birds flying and screaming. West Iceland, 1/6 - 
1967. LF. 

3. 41-T25 sec. Arctic skuas pursuing an Arctic tern. Mykines, 
Faroes, 16/7 - 1978 (oyster catcher, whimbrel). LF. 

4. 1'25- T46 sec. Arctic skua pursuing great skua. Sandoy, Faroes, 
16/7 - 1985 (great skua). DB. 



Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus 
Snaeldukjogvi 
Lille Kjove 

The long-tailed skua has narrower wings and is more slender than 
the arctic skua, and has extremely long, characteristic tail projec- 
tions. The flight of the long-tailed skua is more like that of the tern. 
It is seen at sea during migration. The nearest breeding grounds are 
in East Greenland and mountainous areas of Scandinavia. 



Great Skua, Bonxie Stercorarius skua I, 2 
Skugvur 
Storkjove 
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The great skua is a large, clumsy, dark brown bird about the size of 
a goose. Its flight resembles that of a gull. It is found as a breeding 
bird in the northern Atlantic area, and breeds sparsely in small 
colonies in the mountains of the Faroes. Most of the world popula- 
tion of great skuas is found in Iceland and Shetland. Outside the 
breeding season the great skua frequents the open sea. In lives on 
many different kinds of food, e.g. the "catch'' that it forces gulls and 
auks to drop, fish offal, and other birds and their young. 

The voice of the great skua is mainly heard as an alarm call when 
an intruder approaches the nesting place. It is a deep, short call 
rather like the ak-ak or hay-hay-hay of a goose. It is very aggressive 
towards intruders. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-16 sec. Breeding ground. Sandoy, Faroes, 16/7 - 1985. DB. 

2. 16-32 sec. Breeding ground. Shetland (Arctic skua) 6/7 - 1977. 
LF. 



Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 1,2 
Fransaterna 
Haettemage 

The black-headed gull is a small, pale gull with a black head in the 
breeding season. It breeds in colonies and has immigrated into the 
Faroes and Iceland, where it is now a common breeder, distributed 
sparsely in small colonies by lakes. 

The voice of the black-headed gull is a very characteristic, hoarse, 
grating sound. In large colonies the birds call both day and night. 
Such colonies can be heard a long way off. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-30 sec. Voices of adult bird and a young bird. The young bird 
has a particularly characteristic call, which sounds higher and 
weaker. West Jutland, Denmark, August 1963. LF. 

2. 30-1 '50 sec. Black-headed gull scolding as it flies over the colony. 
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Busemarke Mosc, M0n, Denmark, 5/5 - 1975. Per Schiermacher 
Hansen. 



Common Gull Larus canus 1,2 
Skatumusi, valkur 
Stormm£ge 

The common gull is a pale, medium-sized gull with dark wing tips, 
which resembles a small herring gull. It has a very large distribution 
area, and breeds in small colonies in the Faroes and Iceland, where 
it first came in 1955. 

The almost singing, high call, is very characteristic and is rela- 
tively easy to distinguish from other gulls' voices. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-16 sec. Few birds can be heard. North Zealand, Denmark, 
15/7 - 1965.LF. 

2. 16-T07 sec. Single bird at nesting place. South Zealand, Den- 
mark, June 1961. LF. 

3. r07-T40 sec. 1 bird sounding alarm. Grothiisvatn, Sandoy, 
Faroes, 15/7 - 1985. DB. 



Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus [, 2 
Likka 
Sildemage 

The lesser black-backed gull resembles the great black-backed gull 
both in appearance and voice, but it is rather smaller and paler on 
the back and upper wing parts. It breeds in colonies near the coast 
and is common in Iceland and the Faroes. 

The voice resembles that of the herring gull and the great black- 
backed gull, but is dominated by a loud, hoarse, nasal call gak-gak- 
gak-gak-gak, deeper in quality than the herring gulls and higher 
than the great black-backed gulls. 
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Recordings: 

1 . 0-30 sec. Large colony with immature birds, (adult?) bird sound- 
ing alarm. Anholt, Denmark, 26/6 - 1973. LF. 

2. 30-T03 sec. Single bird sounding alarm. Grothusvatn, Sandoy, 
Faroes, 15/7 - 1985 (common gull, oyster catcher). DB. 

Herring Gull Larus argentatus I, 2 
Fiskimasi 
S0lvmage 

The herring gull is the largest of the pale gulls with black wing tips; 
it resembles a large common gull. It has a very large distribution 
area and breeds in colonies, primarily at the coast, but sometimes 
inland. It has increased in this century, amongst other things because 
it feeds on refuse from towns and fish offal. 

The herring gull is probably the most vocal of the large gulls, both 
in and outside the breeding season. Its most characteristic call is a 
ga-ga-ga-ga and a melodious miaou-miaou, that is higher in quality 
than either that of the herring gull or the great black-backed gull. 

Recording: 

1. 0-30 sec. Small colony. South Zealand, Denmark, 3/5 - 1966 
(lark). LF. 

Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides I, 2 
Lftil valmasi 
Hvidvinget Mage 

The Iceland gull is difficult to identify either by voice or appearance. 
It breeds in the southern part of Greenland, visits Iceland in large 
numbers in winter, and is a regular winter and spring visitor in the 
Faroes. 

The voice resembles that of the herring gull. 
Recording: 

1. 0-1T0 sec. Feeding call from a flock. Angamagssalik, Greenland, 
July 1979. Patrick Sellar. 
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Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus I, 2 
Valmasi 
Gram£ge 

The glaucous gull is rather like the Iceland gull, but is somewhat 
larger. It usually breeds on or near sea cliffs in the Arctic, and has its 
most southerly breeding ground in North Iceland, but has once been 
recorded breeding in the Faroes. It is a regular winter visitor both in 
Iceland and the Faroes. 

The voice recalls that of the herring gull, but is more piping. 

Recording: 

1. 0-28 sec. Birds at breeding ground. Cape Atholl, North Green- 
land, beginning of June 1964 (eider duck). LF. 

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus I, 2 
Svartbakur, bakur 
Svartbag 

The great black-backed gull is the largest of the gulls. It has a white 
head and belly, black back and upper wing. It breeds in pairs or in 
small colonies along the coast in Iceland and the Faroes, often near 
the sea cliffs. 

The great black-backed gull has several characteristic calls; a 
deep, very long drawn-out rou-rou, and a shorter, deep gak-gak-gak. 
The most characteristic feature of the voice of the great black- 
backed gull is that it is very deep and low pitched, but it can be 
difficult to distinguish the voices of the 3 large gulls from one an- 
other. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-26 sec. West Jutland, Denmark, August 1960. LF 

2. 26-60 sec. Chorus of several birds. West Iceland, June 1967. LF. 

3. 60-T20 sec. Birds flying over. Torshavn, Faroes, 30/6 -1985 (red- 
wing). DB. 
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Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla 1, 2 
Ryta 
Ride 



The kittiwake is a small, pale gull with black wing tips, which do 
not have white spots. It is a very common bird in the whole of the 
North Atlantic, and breeds along with other species of seabirds on 
steep sea cliffs. There can be hundreds of thousands of birds in the 
largest colonies. The nests are very skilfully built on small projec- 
tions on the steep cliff faces. 

No other European gull has such a high, piercing cry as the 
kittiwake. It is made up of miaowing, melodious, long drawn-out 
calls with sudden changes in pitch. The volume of sound from the 
many birds in the colony can be heard a long way off, even above the 
crashing of the waves. 

Recording: 

1. 0-T10 sec. Small colony with immature young. Calls can be heard 
both from the young and adult birds. Mykines, Faroes, 16/7 - 
1977. LF. 



Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea I, 2 
Terna 
Havtern 

The arctic tern is a small, white gull with a black head. It has a cleft 
tail and long wings, which contribute to making it a graceful and 
skilful flyer. In summer, it breeds high up in the arctic regions of the 
northern hemisphere, whereas in winter it frequents the south polar 
sea. It breeds along the coast in colonies, often consisting of many 
hundred pairs. The nests are placed close together. It is a common 
bird along the coast, both in the Faroes and Iceland. 

In the large colonies the voice of the arctic tern can be heard all 
day long, but the birds in the smaller colonies are often quieter. The 
arctic tern is not vocal outside the breeding season. It is very aggres- 
sive towards intruders in the colony and often attacks an intruder. 
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The loud, piercing voice has different types of call, e.g. a harsh, 
hoarse hee-hee-hee and a more long drawn-out keeu-keeu. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-8 sec. Single bird. South Zealand, Denmark, 3/6 - 1960. LF. 

2. 8-52 sec. Colony. West Iceland, 12/6 - 1967. LF. 

3. 52- 1 '22 sec. Small colony, single bird giving warning. Velbastadur, 
Faroes, 26/5 and 28/6 - 1985, DB. 

Guillemot Uria aalge 1, 2 
Lomviga, lomvigi 
Lomvie 

The lomvie is a typical bird of the sea cliffs, which frequents the 
open sea in winter. It is black and white and breeds in tens of 
thousands on the bird cliffs of the Faroes and Iceland. It does not 
have a proper nest, but lays its one egg on a ledge of the sea cliffs, 
where the birds sit close together. 

It is silent out at sea, but very vocal in the cliffs, where almost all 
day long the hoarse range of the calls of the adult birds blends with 
the higher calls of the young. 

Recording: 

1. 0-T05 sec. Recording made beside ledge with a few hundred 
breeding guillemots with immature young. Mykines, Faroes, July 
1987 (kittiwake). LF. 

I* run nk li\ Guillemot Uria lomvia I, 2 

fslandslomvigi, islandslomviga, stuttvigi 
Polarlomvie 

Brunnich s guillemot is very like the common guillemot, and their 
habits are almost the same, but it breeds farther north in the arctic 
bird cliffs. It breeds, along with the lomvie, in the bird cliffs in 
Iceland, and is the dominating bird in the bird cliffs all over 
Greenland. In the Faroes it is a scarce visitor. 
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Brunnich s guillemot is silent out at sea, but is vocal all through 
the breeding season. Both the young and adult birds call with their 
hoarse, snarling voices. 



Recording: 

1 . 0-30 sec. Hoarse, snarling call, very close up to breeding ground. 
Bj0rn0ya, Norway, June 1967. J. P. Lomholt. 



Razorbill A lea tarda 
Alka 
Alk 

The razorbill is scarce compared with the other birds of the sea cliffs 
in the Faroes, but, with its high, compressed bill, very noticeable. 
There are sea cliffs in Iceland with larger and more concentrated 
colonies. 

The voice of the razorbill is a soft, short growl. 



Black Guillemot, Tystie Cepphus grylle I, 2 
Teisti 
Tejst 

In contrast to the other auks the black guillemot is non-migratory, 
which is the reason for it having its own sub-species in the Faroes 
and Iceland. It is very easy to identify by its white mottled, winter 
plumage and black summer plumage, red feet, and white wing patch. 
Several thousand pairs breed in fissures in the cliffs and on screes in 
the Faroes, and many more in Iceland. 
The voice is a high, long drawn-out whistling cry. 



57 

Copyrighted material 



Recordings: 

1. 0-60 sec. Flock on water during mating season at Cape Atholl, 
North West Greenland, July 1964 (eider duck, long-tailed duck). 
LF. 

2. 60-T45 sec. Same recording (little auk). LF. 

3. T45-278 sec. 2 birds on the sea. Velbastadur, Faroes, 28/6 - 1986. 
DB. 



Little Auk Alle alle 1,2 
Fulkubbi 
S0konge 

The little auk is black and white, slightly larger than a starling, and 
one of the smallest auks in the world. It breeds mainly in high arctic 
coastal areas, and occurs in millions in North West Greenland. A 
few pairs breed on Gnmsey in North Iceland, and it is a regular 
winter visitor in the Faroes. The little auk seeks food in large flocks 
on the sea, and makes nests in crevices in sea-cliffs. 

During the breeding season it is very vocal, almost noisy, with 
characteristic notes. The voice consists of a series of trills and 
hoarse calls. From a large flock these amount to a strange maiowing 
siren sound, which is particularly loud when made by the tens of 
thousands of birds circling the breeding grounds at the beginning of 
the breeding season. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-170 sec. Flock numbering hundreds of thousands flying over 
breeding area. Thule, North Greenland, beginning of June 1964. 
LF. 

2. T20-378 sec. Recording of single bird at nest. Birds that are 
sitting and flying can be heard. Same place, middle of June 1964. 
LF 



Puffin Fratercula arctica II, 1 
Lundi 
Lunde 
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The puffin is a small characteristic auk with a large, laterally-com- 
pressed, blue and yellow bill. It breeds mainly in very large colonies 
of tens of thousands of birds on the North Atlantic coastal cliffs. The 
nests are made in burrows excavated in turf on the steep coasts, 
often above the cliffs. 

Compared with other birds of the sea cliffs the puffin is relatively 
quiet at the breeding ground. Its snarling, cracking voice is mainly 
heard from the burrows at the beginning of the breeding season. 
The puffin is almost silent when it takes flight, but the quick wing 
beats are heard very clearly, and from time to time a hoarse call. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-50 sec. Adult birds in burrow. Tr0llh0vdi, Faroes, 2/6 - 1986. 
Sjonvarp (Television) F0roya. 

2. 50-1 T5 sec. Birds in burrow. Rundoy, Norway, July 1956. LF. 

3. ri5-2T8 sec. Flocks of tens of thousands circling over breeding 
ground at night. Mykines, Faroes, 5/7 - 1977. LF. 



DOVES AND PIGEONS 

Rock Dove Columba livia 
Bladugva 
Klippedue 

The rock dove is the ancestor of the "domestic pigeon". It breeds in 
the steep cliffs of the Faroes and seeks food around the villages. 
The voice is a low cooing, like that of the "domestic pigeon". 



Woodpigeon Columba palumbus 11,1 
Manadugva 
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Ringdue 



The woodpigeon is a blue-grey colour and has a white ring on the 
neck. It is an irregular breeding migrant both in Iceland and the 
Faroes, where it frequents plantations. 

The song of the woodpigeon, a repeated phrase of 5 notes, is very 
characteristic, and cannot be confused with the song of other pi- 
geons. 

Recording: 

1. 0-47 sec. Cooing. Torshavn plantation, Faroes, 25/5 - 1985 
(goldcrest). DB. 

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto II, 1 
Turkadugva 
Tyrkerdue 

The collared dove came to the Faroes in 1969 and has still a small 
breeding population in the plantations. It came to Reykjavik, in 
Iceland, in 1970, and it still breeds there irregularly. It is a pale 
brown colour with white panels on the tail and a black half-collar at 
the back of the neck. 

The cooing of the collared dove, a repeated 3 notes, is heard 
mainly in the morning and evening. 

Recording: 

1. 0-31 sec. Cooing. Torshavn plantation, Faroes, May 1985 
(goldcrest, whooper swan). DB. 



OWLS 

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 
Uglubondi 
Mosehornugle 

The short-eared owl occurs regularly in Iceland and the Faroes. It 
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breeds very sparsely in Iceland. In the Faroes it is seen mainly 
during migration. 

It is rather quiet at the breeding ground and only makes sounds at 
the beginning of the breeding season or if it is disturbed with young 
in the nest; a repeated deep, short call. 



LARKS 

Skylark Alauda arvensis II, 1 
Lerkur 
Sanglaerke 

The skylark is a greyish brown bird, the size of a house sparrow, with 
a little crest. It mainly frequents fertile areas, and breeds in a few 
places in the Faroes. 

The skylark has a very characteristic song. While hovering over 
the same spot, it sings a continuous succession of different kinds of 
melodious trills and phrases. 

Recordings: 

L 0-8 sec. Flight call. M0n, Denmark, 11/6 - 1969 (fly). LF. 
2. 8-T10 sec. Flying and singing. Zealand, Denmark, 8/5 - 1965 
(pheasant). LF. 



SWALLOWS 

Swallow Hirundo rustica 11,1 
Svala 
Landsvale 

The swallow has a long, cleft tail and dark upper parts, and flies very 
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gracefully. It migrates over long distances, occurring almost every 
year in the breeding season both in the Faroes and Iceland. Some 
years it breeds in both countries. 

The swallow's song is a weak, but melodious twittering with many 
changes of tone. 

Recording: 

L Singing. North Zealand, Denmark, June 1967. LF. 



PIPITS AND WAGTAILS 

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis II, 1 
Titlingur 
Engpiber 

The meadow pipit is a small, greyish brown bird with a rather pale 
belly and a narrow bill. It breeds in fields and on low hillsides both 
in Iceland and the Faroes. 

At the beginning of the breeding season it is very vocal both on 
the ground and in flight. The song is a long succession of rather 
monotonous phrases, which end in a series of trills in falling pitch. 
The flock call is a faint, thin, high seet-seet-seet. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-24 sec. Singing bird. West Iceland, June 1967. LF. 

2. 24-58 sec. Song. North Iceland, Myvatn, June 1967. LF. 

Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus II, 1 
Gratitlingur 
Skaerpiber 

The rock pipit is a small brownish grey bird with a narrow bill; 
difficult to distinguish from the meadow pipit. It mainly frequents 
the sea shore, and is a common breeder in the Faroes, but not in 
Iceland. 

The rock pipit sings both when flying and perching. Its song 
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resembles somewhat the song of the meadow pipit, but is longer, has 
more trills, and a more metallic ring. 

Recording: 

1. 0-V22 sec. Call and song flight. Velbastadur, Faroes, 12/4 - 1986 
(starling). DB. 

White Wagtail Motacilla alba II, 1 
Erla Kongsdottir 
Hvid Vipstjert 

A common breeding bird in Iceland, but a scarce and irregular 
breeder in the Faroes, where it is, however, a very common passage 
migrant. 

The song is persistent, but faint and not distinctive. The call is a 
disyllabic tlee-veet. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-r02 sec. Alarm call from pair. Jydelejet, M0n, Denmark, 8/7 - 
1970. Per Schiermacher Hansen. 

2. r02-2'40 sec. 3 different recordings of song. Takern, Sweden, 
May 1974 (coot, sedge-warbler, black-headed gull). EJ. 



WRENS 

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes 11,1 
Musabrodir, mortftlingur 
Gaerdesmutte 

The wren is a small, dark brown bird with a short, cocked tail. It is 
the smallest breeding bird in the Faroes and Iceland, where it con- 
stitutes distinct subspecies, which differ from all other European 
wrens by being somewhat larger, sturdier, and darker. In the Faroes 
it is a common breeder in the bird cliffs and the villages. 

The wren has a very loud, high-pitched song, which lasts 5 - 6 
seconds. The song is almost strident and consists of a succession of 
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quick trills. It cannot be confused with that of any other bird in the 
Faroes or Iceland. The alarm call is a short, snarling call. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-34 sec. Song. Hestoy, Faroes, 10/6 - 1986. DB. 

2. 34-2'46 sec. Song. Myvatn, North Iceland, 23/6 - 1967 (redpoll, 
snipe). LF. 

3. 2'46-3'15 sec. Alarm call. Hvalvfk, Faroes, 30/6 - 1985. DB. 



THRUSHES 

Robin Erithaais rubecula II, 1 
Bringureydi 
R0dhals 

The robin is a common autumn visitor, but a very irregular breeder 
in the Faroes. 

The song of the robin is a clear, thin, melodious twittering with 
considerable variation in pitch. The song can be heard all the year 
round, e.g. also from birds in passage. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-2'00 sec. Song. Torshavn plantation, Faroes, 24 - 25/5 - 1985. 
DB. 

2. 2 00-3'46 sec. Alarm with song. Jydelejet, M0n, Denmark, 9/4 - 
1971 (blackbird, pheasant). Per Schiermacher Hansen. 



Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe II, 1 
Steinstolpa 
Stenpikker 

The wheatear is a sharp-billed little bird with a short tail, and is 
white on the rump and sides of the tail. It is a migrant, and in the 
Faroes and Iceland, forms a characteristic feature of the dry, stony 
mountain heaths on which it breeds. 
The voice of the wheatear is weak and only audible for a short 
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distance. The song is a long twittering of varying lengths inter- 
spersed with melodious passages. The alarm call is a short teek-teek. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-18 sec. Pair sounding alarm. Velbastadur, Faroes, 26/6 - 1985. 
DB. 

2. 18-30 sec. Sounding alarm. Shetland, July 1977. LF. 

3. 30-r00 sec. Song. Velbastadur, Faroes, 28/6 1986. DB. 

Blackbird Turdus merula II, 1 
Kv0rkveggja 
Solsort 

The blackbird is the size of a starling, a black or brown thrush with 
a long tail. It breeds in most of the plantations in the Faroes and has 
increased in recent decades. In Iceland it occurs as a vagrant and 
rarely breeds. 

Perched on the top of a tree, the blackbird sings its lovely, whis- 
tling, rather sad song, both morning and evening. The song has a 
definite structure, with each section lasting 2-3 seconds. 

Recording: 

1. 0-F40 sec. Song ending with alarm. Torshavn, plantation, Faroes, 
17/5 - 1985 (other blackbirds in background, oyster catcher flying 
overhead). DB. 

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris II, 1 
Fjalltr0stur 
Sjagger 

The fieldfare is a large thrush. Its chestnut brown back, grey rump 
and head give it a mottled appearance. It occurs in numerous flocks 
during migration and in winter, both in the Faroes and in Iceland. It 
breeds irregularly in Iceland. 
The fieldfare has a characteristic, cackling call, when taking flight. 
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Recordings: 

L 0-17 sec. Sounding alarm. Zealand, Denmark, 21/4 - 1965. LF. 
2. 17-40 sec. Flock song. Vennersborg, Sweden, 24/4 - 1967. LF. 
Redwing Tardus iliacas II. 1 

6dinshani 

Vindrossel 

The redwing is a brownish thrush, the size of a starling. It has white 
eye-stripes and rich chestnut flanks. It is a common breeding bird in 
Iceland, but scarcer in the Faroes. In Iceland and the Faroes the 
birds are slightly larger and darker than in the rest of Scandinavia. 

The song is very characteristic. It starts with high, rising and 
falling whistling notes, followed by twittering phrases. The songs 
vary both individually and locally. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-31 sec. Song. North Iceland, June 1984. Ib Petersen. 

2. 31-T10 sec. 2 birds sounding alarm. West Iceland, June 1967 
(meadow-pipit). LF. 

3. riO-2'10 sec. Song. Myvatn in Iceland. 20/6 - 1967. LF. 

4. T 10-3 '00 sec. Song. Torshavn plantation, Faroes, 24/5 - 1985 
(collared turtle dove). DB. 



WARBLERS 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla II. 1 
Munkur 
Munk 

The blackcap is one of the few warblers that is easy to recognize on 
account of the black cap of the male and the brown of the female. It 
is a common passage migrant in the Faroes, where it has bred once. 

The song of the blackcap is a lovely, rich warble ending in deep 
fluty tones. 

Recordings: 
66 

Copyrighted material 



1. 0-20 sec. Typical southern European song. Camarque, France, 
23/6 - 1970. Per Schiermacher Hansen. 

2. 20-l'15 sec. Song. Camarque, France, 1/7 - 1969. Per Schier- 
macher Hansen. 

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita II, 1 
Grannljomari 
Gransanger 

Common passage migrant and summer visitor in the North Atlantic. 
It has bred once in the Faroes. The chiffchaff has a disyllabic, 
rhythmically repeated song, chiff-chaff. 

Recording: 

1. 0-35 sec. Song. Torshavn plantation, Faroes, 16/7 - 1986 (black- 
bird). DB. 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus II, 1 
Leyvljomari 
L0vsanger 

The willow warbler is a small bird with greenish upper parts and 
pale under-parts. It occurs as a passage migrant in Iceland and the 
Faroes, where it has bred once. 

It can be heard singing in April - June. The song is a lovely, rather 
melancholy one, with falling pitch and decreasing tempo. The wil- 
low warbler is easily identified by its song. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-T38 sec. Song ending with alarm call. Central Zealand, Den- 
mark, May 1971 (chaffinch, nightingale). EJ. 

2. 1'38 sec-2'40 sec. Song. Torshavn plantation, Faroes, 24-25/5 - 
1985 (ducks in park, blackbird). DB. 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus II, 2 
Tftlingskongur 
Fuglekonge 
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The goldcrest is a passage migrant and summer visitor in the North 
Atlantic, where it breeds irregularly, and very rarely in the Faroes. 

The song is so high-pitched that it cannot be heard by people with 
impaired hearing. It is weak and twittering. 

Recordings: 

1. O-l'OO sec. Song. Zealand, Denmark, May 1989 (blackbird, ewe 
with lamb, willow warbler). EJ. 

2. r00-r45 sec. Song. Zealand, Denmark, May 1969 (chaffinch). 
EJ. 

3. l'45-2'42 sec. Song. Torshavn plantation, Faroes, end of May 
1985 (blackbird, redwing, raven). DB. 



CROWS 

Rook Corvus frugilegus II, 2 
Felliskraka 
Rage 

The rook is a black crow, which occurs in small numbers as a passage 
migrant in the Faroes and as a vagrant in Iceland. 

The voice of the rook, with its succession of grating calls, is 
characteristic. 

Recording: 

1. 0-30 sec. Recording from Radvad, Zealand, Denmark, 25/3 - 
1970. EJ. 



Crow Corvus cor one II, 2 
Kraka 
Grakrage 

The crow is a medium-sized, black and grey bird, familiar to most. It 
is a common breeding bird in the Faroes, but only a vagrant in 
Iceland. 
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The voice is a harsh kra-kra repeated 1 to 4 times. It can be heard 
both in and outside the breeding season. 

Recording: 

L. 0-20 sec. Pair with immature young. Grothusvatn, Sandoy, 
Faroes, 15/7 - 1985 (common gull, whimbrel). DB. 

Raven Corvus cor ax II, 2 
Ravnur 
Ravn 

The raven is a large black bird with a massive black bill. It recalls a 
large crow both in its flight and behaviour. Although under great 
pressure, the raven is still a common bird both in Iceland and the 
Faroes, where it breeds on inaccessible ledges throughout the is- 
lands. 

The loud call of the raven is audible over a long distance, and is 
often heard before the bird is seen. The raven has several different 
kinds of call, but they all have a characteristic, deep ring, which 
sounds like a hoarse, ringing kruap, and is mainly heard in the 
breeding season. 

Recordings: 

L 0-30 sec. Flying overhead. Velbastadur, Faroes, 10/6 - 1985. 

2. 30-r00 sec. Bird at nest. West Iceland, 7/6 - 1967 (fulmar). LF. 

3. rOO-1'15 sec. Probably a young bird. West Iceland, 11/6 - 1967 ( 
common gull, redshank). LF. 

STARLINGS 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris II, 2 
Stari 
Staer 

The Faroese starlings are somewhat larger than the starlings in the 
rest of Europe and constitute a distinct sub-species. The starling is 
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common in East and West Iceland, where it started to breed in 1940. 
It occurs in great numbers in the Faroes and breeds in the vicinity of 
houses and villages, but also in considerable numbers near stone 
dykes and sheepcotes on the lower hills. It does not migrate from 
Iceland or the Faroes. 

The starling's song is very interesting. It is a long medley of many 
different types of sound, hoarse and melodic, and, mixed up with 
these, very good mimicry of other birds and sounds of animals, 
boats, cars etc. When it sings very excitedly it beats its wings at the 
same time. The birds in Iceland and the Faroes are particularly 
prone to mimic the voices of waders and other birds around them, 
e.g. whimbrel, snipe, oyster catcher, golden plover, blackbird, 
meadow-pipit, rock-pipit, and also lambs etc. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-235 sec. Clacking accompanied by beating wings, mimicking 
golden plover, crow, snipe and raven. Velbastadur, Faroes, 16/7 - 
1985. DB. 

2. 235-2*55 sec. Flock mimicking blackbird, snipe, crow, golden 
plover and rock-pipit. Velbastadur, Faroes, 2/4 - 1986. DB. 

3. 2'55-3'22 sec. Starling young. Velbastadur, 10/6 - 1985. DB. 

4. 3'22-4'20 sec. Chorus of starlings. Velbastadur, 10/6 - 1985 (rock- 
pipit). DB. 



SPARROWS 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 11,2 
Graspurvur 
Graspurv 

The house sparrow frequents places where there is human habita- 
tion and where domestic animals are kept. It has immigrated to the 
Faroes within the past 50 years and is now found in all the villages. 
It bred for the first time in Iceland in 1971, but there are as yet only 
a few breeding pairs. 
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The song is quite weak and twittering. The call is a rather deep 
cheep. 

Recording: 

L 0-135 sec. Song from 2 birds. Torshavn, Faroes, 17/5 - 1985 
(blackbird). DB. 



FINCHES 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs II, 2 
Bokfgda 
Bogfinke 

The chaffinch is a reddish-brown, thick-billed little bird with two 
white wing bands. It occurs mainly during migration periods in the 
Faroes and Iceland and is a very rare breeding bird in these coun- 
tries. 

During migration it flies low in small flocks, which are most easily 
recognized by the flight call, a deep tsip-tsip. The song is short, me- 
lodious, and very characteristic. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-16 sec. Call from flock in flight. Blavand, West Jutland, Den- 
mark, October 1962. LF. 

2. 16-132 sec. Song. Zealand, Denmark, 18/6 1984 (magpie, wood 
pigeon). EJ. 

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla II, 2 
Fjallafgda 
Kvaekerfinke 

The brambling is yellowish brown and black in colour, and the male 
has bold contrasts in the plumage. It occurs in the migration periods 
and regularly in winter in the Faroes, where too it has been found 
breeding 3 times. It is a vagrant in Iceland, and has at times bred. 
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The song is a long, hoarse, falling note. The call is a deep, hoarse, 
short call tchek-tchek. 



Recording: 

L 0-35 sec. Song. Swedish Lapland, June 1961 (willow warbler). LF. 

Redpoll Carduelis flammea II, 2 
Reydkollur 
Grasisken 

The redpoll is a small, thick-billed, grey bird, and the male has a red 
patch on the forehead. It breeds mainly in willow and birch copses, 
and is common in South Greenland, Northeast and West Iceland. It 
occurs as a passage migrant in the Faroes, particularly in years when 
there are irruptions. 

The song, which is mainly sung in flight, is a quick trill inter- 
spersed with calls. The flight call is very characteristic and is audible 
over a relatively long distance, a hoarse, metallic chee-chee-chee. 

Recordings: 

1. 0-15 sec. Flying, singing bird. North Iceland, 21/6 - 1967. LF. 

2. 15-40 sec. Song. S0nderstr0mfjord, West Greenland, 25/5 - 1964. 
LF. 



BUNTINGS 

Lapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus II, 2 
Fjallasnjofuglur 
Laplandsvaerling 

The Lapland bunting is a thick-billed little bird with a chestnut nape 
and a black-brown back with white stripes. It is a very common 
breeder in Greenland, and occurs as a passage migrant in Iceland 
and the Faroes. 

The song, which only lasts 2 seconds, is very varied and musical. 
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An undulating warble of trills. The flock call is a pleasant-sounding, 
short, dry, trilling teeur. The song is rather like that of the snow 
bunting. The differences can best be heard by comparing the record- 
ings. 

Recordings: 

1. O-TIO sec. Song. Brede Fjord, South Greenland, June 1972. LF. 

2. 1*10-1*38 sec. Call. S0ndre Str0mfjord, West Greenland, 20/5 - 
1964. LF. 



Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis II, 2 
Snj6fuglur 
Snespurv 

The snow bunting is the most typical little arctic bird. The male is 
black and white, the female more brown in colour. It is easily recog- 
nized in flight by the broad white patches on the inside of the wings 
and on the sides of the tail. It is found in all types of terrain and is a 
common breeding bird both in Greenland and Iceland, whereas in 
the Faroes only a few pairs breed irregularly in the higher mountains. 
It occurs as a passage migrant and winter visitor in both Iceland and 
the Faroes. 

The snow bunting has a short (2 - 3 sec.) twittering song. It usually 
sings perched on a stone, but also sings in flight. The flight call is a 
short trill and a soft tweet, which is very characteristic. 

Recordings: 

1 . 0-47 sec. Song. Myvatn, North Iceland, 21/6 - 1967. LF. 

2. 47-137 sec. Call. S0ndre Str0mfjord, West Greenland, 25/5 - 
1964. LF. 



73 

Copyrighted material 



Various Environments, Pictures 
in Sound 



L Beach. II, 2: 0-136 sec. Long-tailed duck, eider, black guillemot. 
Thule, Greenland, 2/6 -1964. LF. 

2. Outfield. II, 2: r36-2'46 sec. Crow, common gull, whimbrel. 

Grothusvatn, Sandoy, Faroes, 15/7 - 1985. DB. 

3. Mountain. II, 2: 2'46-3'16 sec. Polar fox. Lapland, June 1961. LF. 

4. Outfield. II, 2: 3'16-4'47 sec. Snipe, oystercatcher, great black- 

backed gull. Mykines, Faroes, July 1977, LF. 

5. Outfield. II, 2: 4'47-530 sec. Whimbrel, Arctic tern, oyster- 

catcher. Mykines, Faroes, July 1977, LF. 

6. Infield. II, 2: 530-7'05 sec. Oystercatcher, snipe, great black- 

backed gull, whimbrel. Velbastadur, Faroes, 26/5 - 1985. DB. 

7. Outfield. II, 2: 7'05-7'56 sec. Whimbrel, oystercatchers, crows, 

fulmar. Velbastadur, Faroes, 16/5 - 1985. DB. 

8. Outfield. II, 2: 7 , 56-8 , 49 sec. Snipe, redshank sounding alarm, 

great black-backed gull. Iceland, July 1967. LF. 

9. Copse. II, 2: 8 , 49-9 , 55 sec. Snipe, wren, redpoll, redwing. Copse, 

Akureyri, Iceland, July 1967. LF. 
10. Tern colony. 9'55-H'OO sec. Whimbrel. Gdsadalur, Faroes, June 
1988. EJ. 
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Swallow 61 
Swan, Whooper 22 

Teal 26 
Tern, Artie 55 



Tufted Duck 29 
Turnstone 47 
Tystie 57 

Wagtail, White 63 
Warbler, Willow 67 
Water Rail 37 
Wheatear 64 
Whimbrel 45 
White Wagtail 63 
White-fronted Goose 23 
White-tailed Eagle 34 
Whooper Swan 22 
Wigeon 25 
Willow Warbler 67 
Woodpigeon 59 
Wren 63 
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Bird Voices in the North Atlantic - Tapes 

The two cassette tapes content the voices of the 
most common birds in the North Atlantic, mainly in 
the Faroes and Iceland, but also in Shetland and 
Greenland. 



Bird Voices in the North Atlantic - Text 

The descriptions of the birds in the text appear in 
the same order as the recordings. The appropriate 
tape is indicated after the name of each bird. The 
text gives a short description of the bird and its 
habitat. 



Coverpicture: Puffins in Mykines, Faroe Islands (Jorn Skeldahl). 



